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Who is Community Alliance for the  
Sunrise Powerlink?

Founded in July 2006, CASP is a diverse group of community, 

business, labor and government leaders who have joined forces to 

support SDG&E’s Sunrise Powerlink to ensure our growing region 

has the energy supply it needs for the future. CASP represents over 

100,000 members throughout San Diego and California.

Our Goal
To support the approval and 

construction of the Sunrise 

Powerlink to ensure renewable 

and reliable energy for a clean 

energy future in order to maintain 

our region’s quality of life. 
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SAN FRANCISCO  — The California 
Public Utilities Commission on Thurs-
day cleared the way for construction of 
the Sunrise Powerlink, a contentious 
transmission line that promises to bring 
more reliable and renewable power 
from the Imperial Valley to San Diego.

The 4-1 vote allows San 
Diego Gas & Electric Co. 
to move forward with the 
123-mile, $1.9 billion pow-
er-line project, which could 
deliver enough electricity 
to serve 650,000 house-
holds.

“It’s something we really 
feel is in the best interest of 
our customers and in the 
best interest of the state in 
furthering a policy on re-
newables,” SDG&E President Debra 
Reed said. “Our plans are to move for-
ward with construction of the line as 
soon as we possibly can.”

That may be awhile. Power line oppo-
nent Michael Shames, executive direc-
tor of San Diego’s Utility Consumers’ 
Action Network, said a legal challenge 
is being prepared.

 “We expected this decision from Day 
One, and we’ll appeal,’ he said. “They 
ignored the facts on cost and reliability 
issues.”

Meanwhile, the full effect on ratepay-
ers has not been determined. Reed said 
the transmission line will have a net 
benefit to the utility’s 1.4 million cus-
tomers by providing more reliability 
and flexibility once the on-switch is 

thrown in 2012.

Customers may have to advance some 
of the construction costs, but will see a 
bigger return over time in energy sav-
ings, she said.

“It will have a net positive benefit to 
customers financially,” Reed predicted.

According to estimates by SDG&E and 
the commission, the line will save rate-
payers $100 million to $200 million an-
nually. Opponents, including Shames, 
dismissed those figures as exaggerated.

The decision was a significant win 
for San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders,
 the region’s business leaders and Im-
perial Valley planners who see their 
desert as the renewable energy hub for 
California.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who had 
lobbied for the project, issued a state-
ment saying Sunrise “plays a critical 
role in California’s efforts to achieve 
energy independence – it will deliver 
clean, renewable energy and open the 
door for additional green investments 
in the Imperial Valley at a time when 
our economy could use the help.”

At the same time, it was a disappoint-
ment to for many environmentalists, 
who worry about the effects of 150-
foot-tall towers on unspoiled deserts 
and mountains.

“Corporate profit won out today,” said 
the Sierra Club’s Micah Mitrosky.

Nevertheless, environ-
mentalists took solace in 
the fact that they blocked 
SDG&E from running the 
transmission line through 
Anza-Borrego Desert 
State Park, as originally 
proposed. The route ap-
proved Thursday runs 
along Interstate 8, skirt-
ing edges of the Cleve-
land National Forest.

Residents of that area said they were 
disappointed by the decision.

“It’s just destroying what we have back 
here,” said Bev Esry, chairwoman of the 
Campo-Lake Morena planning group. 
“I think it’s a horrendous decision.”

County supervisor Dianne Jacob, who 
represents East County, called the Sun-
rise Powerlink “a $2 billion travesty.”

“This line is not needed,” she said. 
“There are better alternatives.”

The battle over the transmission line 
has been drawn out over three years, 
generating numerous marathon public 
hearings by the PUC and 11,000 pages 
of environmental studies.

By the time the commission met Thurs-
day, there was little doubt SDG&E 
would secure permission. Left unde-
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December 18, 2008

President Michael Peevey and Commissioners

California Public Utilities Commission

505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear President Peevey and Commissioners: 

We write today to express our strong support for San Diego Gas & Electric’s Sunrise Powerlink and urge the 

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to adopt President Peevey’s alternate decision that approves the 

transmission line without further delay.  It’s time to move forward.   

The Community Alliance for the Sunrise Powerlink (CASP) was formed in July 2006 to raise awareness and 

promote the importance of the Sunrise Powerlink transmission line.  Since our formation, nearly 100 organizations 

that represent tens of thousands of individuals have signed on to support this critical project.

We believe President Peevey’s proposal is a straight-forward plan that will get the transmission line built quickly, 

while using the CPUC’s existing authority and policies to make sure the line will deliver a substantial amount of 

green electricity to our homes and businesses.

As business, civic and labor leaders, we care deeply about San Diego’s energy and economic future.  Our rapidly 

growing region depends on a clean, reliable and affordable energy supply to remain competitive.  For far too long, 

much of our electricity has been supplied by a fleet of aging power plants and only one major transmission line – the 

Southwest Powerlink – that was built nearly 25 years ago.  We must build new energy infrastructure, including the 

Sunrise Powerlink, to ensure San Diego has an adequate supply of electricity to meet the ever-increasing demand.  

The Sunrise Powerlink will also deliver up to 1,000 megawatts of solar, wind and geothermal power and help create 

a cleaner, more sustainable energy future for San Diego.  If we are serious about meeting the state’s renewable 

energy mandates and reducing polluting greenhouse gas emissions then we must build needed transmission lines 

that connect clean power projects to urban centers.  With the Sunrise Powerlink, San Diego and Imperial Counties 

can become leaders in renewable energy production and help move California’s clean energy plans forward.  

Further, the Sunrise Powerlink will provide needed transmission certainty to kick-start renewable energy 

development and help create thousands of “green collar” jobs in our region at a time when unemployment in the 
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Dear President Peevey and Commissioners, 

On behalf of the millions of Californians we represent, we have come 

together with a unified voice to support the Sunrise Powerlink transmission 

line. You will soon be making a decision on this critical project, and we 

urge you to make the right choice for California. 

The Sunrise Powerlink will strengthen southern California’s fragile power 

grid and deliver a reliable and affordable supply of electricity that’s needed 

to keep our state’s economy moving forward.  This transmission line will 

also connect us to clean solar, wind and geothermal power projects that 

are critical to the state’s efforts to increase the use of renewable energy 

and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

We urge your approval of the Sunrise Powerlink to ensure a reliable and 

clean energy future for California. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely,

Tom Harman • State Senator
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“�In San Diego, the majority of load is served by heavily congested transmission lines 
which cannot alone meet this region’s reliability needs by 2010. New transmission 
is urgently needed to meet the increasing demand fueled by rapid population 
growth in the area.”

California Energy Commission 2005 Integrated Energy Policy Report

The experts agree

“�Southern California’s economic and strategic significance to the Nation is so large 
that the Department finds it to be a Critical Congestion Area.”

  U.S. Department of Energy, National Electric Transmission Congestion Study, 2006   
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